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JCC celebrates with

children’s concert
By ZACHARY JOHNSON
Jewish Press

A wave of children rushed onto the stage
when Doni Zasloff Thomas, lead singer of
the children s group, The Mama Dioni Band,
tock the mic. The audience started to clap
and gradually rose to its feet in a full-on
danes as Thomas instructed them to “show
some Fuach™

That reach — spirit — infused the Lsmel
Independance Day celebration om Sundmy,
May 15 at the Maureen & Douglas Cohn
Jewish Community Campus, which fea-
tured the childrens concert. In addition
to the band, there were hot dog and cotton
candy vendors, a balloon artist, organiza-
tion informational booths, and a giant cake
shaped like the flag of [smal.

Before the late moming concert began,
members of the Jewish War Veterans orga-
nization prasented the American and Ismaeali
flags whila the Star Spongled Banmer and
Hattkvah playad.

The Mama Doni Band, fronted by an ef-
fervescent Thomas, aka Mama Doni,
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Birthday cake ie served after the concert.
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Mama Doni,
| the leader
af the chil-
dran's band,
axke the

Community
Ca

negotiations

WASHINGTON (JTA) — Presi-
dent bama said his call for Israeli-
Palestinian negotiations based on
the pra-1967 lines did not mean the
future state of Palestine would have
those exact borders.

“By definition, it means that the
parties themselves — lsraelis and
Palestinians — will negotiate a bor-
der that iz different than the one that
axisted on fune 4, 19677 Obama
=mid Sunday, May 22, to the anmual
policy conference of the American
Israel Public Affairs Committees,

“It is 2 wall-known formula to
all who have worked on this issue
for a generation. It allows the par
ties themsalves to account for the
changes that have taken place over
thi last 44 years, including the new
demographic realities on the ground
and the neads of both sides”” he
=said.

In his major Mideast policy ad-
dress on May 19, Obama said

BORDERS cantinued on PAGE 13

News Analysis
Has Arah Spring
reached Israel?

By URIEL HEILMAN
JTA newe servics

TEL AVIV — If a singla phmse
could capture the sentiment that
‘mativatad thousands of Arabs to try
to cross Israel’s borders on May 15
to “retake Palestine™ from the Jews,
it would ba this: Yes, we can.

That can-do attitude had toppled
megimes in Egypt and Tunisia, and
threatenad dictators from Tripali to
Damascus. So why not apply it to-
ward Ismel? If Arab leaders weren't
willing to sand their armies to storm
the Zionist state, the Amb protest-
ars figurad, wall then, they'd just do
it themsalves.

The charge toward Ismels bor-
ders from Ambs in Syria, Leba-
non, Gaza and the West Bank led
to the most violent day n Ismel in
menths, with about a dezen protest-
ars rapartedly killad by Ismeli fire
— gome an foreign seil —and a sus-
pected terrorist attack in Tal Aviv
that laft one Israeli civilian dead.

Om the day of the border breach-
ag, lsraali Prima Minister Benjamin
Metanyahu said that Ismel would

ARAB SPRING continued PAGE 14

Rabhi Mordecai Levy, spiritual leader, teacher, dies at 82

Rabbi Mordacai Levy, spiritual leader at Tample
Ohav Shalom, died May 12 after an extendead ill-
nass. He was 82

Rabhi Levy was a mbhi for more than 50 years,

=arving the last 10 years at Ohey Shalom, an inde-
pendent congregation in Mew Tampa. He also was
a popular teacher at Congregation Kol Ami, whem
he led a weekly discussion group, Mondays with

At ﬁherv Shalom, “his role was part-fime rabbi,

but he alse served as cantor and volunteerad wheme
he was neaded.” said congregation president Steve
Raothfarb.

“He was truly a wonderful man, intelligent, wit-
ty and caring. He did our first (rabbi led) bar mitz-
vah and did Shabbat services twice a month as wall
as other mbbinical duties™

FRabbi Robert Judd of Kol Ami called Rabbi
Levy “arabbi’s rabhi.”

“I learned to be a better rabbi from him,” Rabbi
Judd told moumers at Rabbi Levy’s fimeral held at
Kol Ami on Sunday, May 15,

Rabbi Levy never ceasad to function as a rabbi,
Rabbi Judd =aid. “Ha kept himsalf and others active
and engagad™ including serving as the kosher super-
visor for saveral Tampa businesses.

Rabbi Judd also called Rabbi Levy a “tre Ben
Tomh — son of the Torah He was always svailabla
to read Torah at a service or participate in a Bait
Din, Rabbi Judd said.

“His thirst for knowladge was ungquenchable”
s2id his longtime friend and colleague Rabbi Ra-
phael Gald, whio attended the Jewish Theological

RABBI LEVY continued on PAGE 14
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Cireumeizion ban put en SF ballot

A messurs saaking bo ban male circumdsion wil
appaar on the Nowsmber balotin San Francisco, Ciy
officials approved mare than 7, 700 signatures from
city residenis on & pefition in support of the maasurs
ez vald. At least 7,188 signatures wers requirad, and
mere than 12 000 wera submitizd.

Tha meazurs, which would apply only in the city of
San Frarcizco, would make it & misdemeanor crima fo
cincumeiza & baoy befora he is 18 years old. The max-
mrm panaty would be 8 yeerinjail and a &1, 000 fine,
Circumncisionz would ba permittsd only for madical
raasans, wih no religious sxemptions,

Ewan if the measurs passss in Nowamber, it lkely
watld ba chalenged &= & corelitutional viclstion of
fraadom of religion. The Anti-Defamation Leagus
and tha Sen Francisco Jewish Community Relations
Cauned haws coma out against the propoaal,

Juwish bioys raditionally are crecumcised at sight
days of age and Musims at some time during boy-
hood.

D.C.& makes ‘green’ history

Ohev Shalam, the Mational Synagogus inWash
ington, has bacomna the first LS. 2ynagegue to earn
Erergy Star certfication from the Emvranmenta Pro-
tesction Agency. The cartiication, bestowad May 16,
means tha capital's oldest Orthodox congragation has
meet shrict envinonmeantal standarnds, including energy
consarvation, racycing and akamatie power sources.
Tha modfications mads by Obew Sholom ars calou-
|etad ba zavwe the congregation tans of thousands of
dllams in bils, the Washingfon Jewish We ek aporied.

Sevamsan hauzes of worship — all churches, ac-
cording ba the n — b earned the certifica-
ticn since its estabishmant in 2009,

Seminary to train rabbis, imams, pastors

Tha Clarsmant School of Theology, a Christian
divinity schoalin Loa Angeles, wil ues a 850 miion
it to begin treining Jewish and Muslim clergy. The
it fram Dawid and Joan Lincoln of Aizana will help
Claremont tranetom itsalf inko & mulifaith instiution
offiering inferfaith degrea programe as well s= training
for rabkis, imame and ministers, The Log Angslss
Timsa reportad

Tha universiy will ba tha first LS. school to offer
clarical degreea in all threa raligions, sccording fo
Tamar Frarkial, dean of academic affairs for the Acad-
ey for Jewish Religion, Calfornia.

World's largest falafel ball certified

A falalel bal weighing nearty 52.8 pounds, cre-
abed &t the Santa Clarita Valley (GA ) Jewish Food and
Cubural Festival, has bean cartfied 2= the words
|angesst for submission to the Guinness Boak of Wiorld
Recards, the Los Angslss Daily News raporied The
bell, mads of ground chickpess ard fve bears, mesr
sursd 12.5 inchas high, Haalh regaations prevantad
foind fieatival attendaas From testing the recand-sstting
falafal bal.

Glenn Beck to hold Jerusalem rally

WEAEHING TOM - Glenn Back zsid he plans to hald
aralyAug. 20 in Jerusalem to support lerasl and
*reations courage’

Tha consanative telk show provocetewr, who paid
2 aurprisa visit o lsrael this manth, anrounced an his
wabsite that ha warksd o "show the word what g
& lite affaith and horor realy maans.. 1 is time for us
bo coarageously stard with krasl”
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FUNCONSFLRACY
FLUN PHOTO PARTY FAVORS
AMAZING CREEN SCREEN PHOTCS
SPORTS & MOVIE SCENES,
MAGAZINE COVERS, SUNSET,
CANDYLAND, HOLLYWOOD.
YOU DREAM IT - WE CREATE IT
Bir/Bat Mitzvahs, Weddi
o HCHAS s
Mike Halprin - local born &
% nised MOT. (CBI StPete)
> T77-158-156 ww_funcanspiracy.com

Jewish Press
Online Contest

ANSWER THIS QUESTION TO BE ELIGIBLE TO WIN:
Tampa's Lowry Park Zuwe has nearly 200 different
species of animals. How many of each fype
of animal did Neah take on the Ark?

To enter:

Pinell:
to hos
tzedal
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Addigen Capurse with her balleon ani-
mal. At right, her mom, Angela Capur-
=0, singe along with other adulte and
children anstage with the band.

CONCERT

* COMTINUED from FRONT PAGE
performed childrens indie-rock
with a distinct Jewish flavor. Some
of their songs include 4 Grape
Juwice Break Dance, Fahklempt
Again, and Jewizsh Cowgirl. They
have toured across the country and
won the Simcha Prize at the 2008
International Jewish Music Festival
in Amsterdam, Holland.

This year, tha Israsl Indepen-
dence celebration was divided

CUMMMORATIVE ISSUE JULY 15
As a Thank You for 25 years
of community support,

we re offering

well-wishers and advertisers

New era begins for journa

alist and comim

For more information call 727.535.4400 » 813.871.2332 or
go to www.jewishpresstampabay.com
e-mail: jewishpressads@aol.com
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into the childrens comcert in the

marning and an adult progam in
the evening, faaturing Alan Elsner
with The Israel Project. (See Page
3 for story)

In past years, the Israel Indepen-
denece Day festival has featured a
camival with children’s games and
activities along with speakers and
musie, geared mom to the adults
in the crowd.

Alisza Fischel, ditector of de-
velopment at the JCC, =aid she
wanted to bring in & “famous
band™ for the children’s portion of
the program this year. “It was our
first time bringing in a big talent,”
=aid Fischel According to mamy
children and adults alike, the big
talent was a big hit.

Angela Capurso, who attended
the event with her 3-year-old
granddaughter, Addison, noted
how much of a great time she had.
Addison and her grandmather bath
went on stage for many ofthe songs
to sing and dance with Mama Doni.

Addizon even won a CD for show-
ing off her dance moves during the
son g Chamdall Rever.

Kendra Langli went to the cel-
abration with her husband, Gabor,
andtwo sons, Kelemen, 6, and Elak,
4, “It was just wonderful,” Langli
=aid. “Mama Doni was vary furmy
and engaged the sudience well ™

The band was lively and encour-
aged dancing both on and off stage.
Mama Duoni maintained a strong
mappart withthe crowd and even got
=ome of the most unwilling up on
their feet dancing and singing. Se-
nicrs from the adjacent Wainberg
Willage — =ome in wheelchairs
and with walkers — even gat into
the groove.

Following their performance,
Mama Deni and her band mates
=at up a table off stage to sell and
sign CDis and to give out hugs to
their fans.

“I"m wery excited with the way
it turned out,” Fischal said. “It was
a great time for kids.”

Fhovwo ntnawmummn—

From grandmothers, wearing T-shirte amblazonad with *Tarmpa'" in Habrew lattars,
to toddiers, Mama Dani, got everyene up and dancing
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Kids danced and sereamexd to win T-shirts and CDe from Mama Doni
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