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The Back Story...

When did you first become interested in music?

| have always loved musicl When | was 2 vears old | would wake up in the middle of the night and make my
parents blast Jim Croce's Bad Bad Leroy Brown so | could dance around my living room. Wherewver | went,
whatever | did, | was always singing. .. music has ahvays been part of mel

Was there anyone who inspired or influenced you to pursue a career as a musician/perforimer?
['was influenced by the music | grews up with, from James Taylor, Led Zeppelin, James Brown, The Rolling
stones, classic rock, and of course | dig Jewish music!

Can you tell us abowt your experience forming the Mama Doni Band?

It has been such an amazing jodrney!l 3 years ago | hecame trained as music together teacher and began
teaching at rmy daughter's preschool — and 'wanted to find music that shared Jeswish culture in & hip and fun
way, 50 | decided to try to write my own music.. . next thing | knew | was producing an albhum, then off to
Amsterdam to the International Jewish Music Festival Competition where we wan the Simcha Award fo
inspiring Joy through musicl That was 2 vears ago and we played over 200 wenues since, toured the country,

and are coming out with our 4 album, Shabbat Shabooml What an adventure!

Wowi, you were honored in Holland for inspiring Joy Through Music! Tell us how that felt?

The IIMF was like a Jewish American ldol competition with more than 100 bands from all over the warld
competing. We were brand nesy band at the time and so nervous! What an honor it was to be part of this
amazing event, and then to win an award was really so cool. It reallywas incredible to meet musicians fram all
over the warld doing hip Jeswish music in all different styles.

What project or CD are you most proud of?

[ am really proud of all of my CDs, my first album "l Love Herring (& Other Fish Shiticks for Kids), " | Love
Furim", "Chanukah Fever" and my latest project | really am excited about, "Shahbat Shaboom®, which is
releasing in Feb 2011, The newest album is really an evolution for us and | really am thrilled to share it with
the world — it is a soulful musical journey all about challah, candles, family... Shabbat Shaboom!

What performances have you enjoyed the most?

| really love every performance. When | am dancing and feeling connected to the audience there is nothing like
it. | also love seeing kids and parents feel free to rock out and dance like crazy, getting excited about Jewish
culture. 1 meet so many amazing people on my tours, and these connections are what make it all worth it.

What do you love about this career?

| think that since ["hecame " Mama Doni | finally figured outwhat | supposed to do -- | found my real passion,
like all of the different parts of my life came together, the teacher, the musician, the singer, the mother, the
entertainer.

ON BEING A ROCKIN MOM...

How many children to you have and what are their ages?
| hawe two Kids, 6.5 and 4.5

How has motherhood enriched your music and affected your career?

Eventhing came together for me when | became a mom! Because my music is for kids and families, | write my
music for my own kids — in fact they are my toughest critics! | always make sure that they listen to my new
tunes and tell me what they think!

Any challenges {i.e. practice time, habysitting, budget) you’d like to share?

Balance is ALWAYS a challenge.. between carpool, soccer, dance classes, new albums, band practice,
traveling for shows, making lunches, making dinner... it's tough! BUT, everyday | just try to make sure | do the
biest | can, and give whoever needs me the most the mast love | can.

Do your children come to see you perform? Or on TV? Do they like your VideosYThey love the videos
because they are [N the vwideos!l

How have you made time to balance hoth careers?

It's always crazy, but not a dull moment! | really try to stay in the moment and he grateful for being ahle to live
iy dream and have these beautiful children and husband. Itis really worth it, and | feel so lucky. | also accept
that sometimes my house will he messy, dishes in the sink, laundry backed up... and that's really ok
sometimes!

Any advice or tips for other Rockin® Moms?

Well, we all know that working and being a mom isn't easy, hot ifyou [ove what vou are daoing, we're really the
[ucky ones, right? | think it's just really remembering thatwe are living our dreams! Even daing what you love is
hard and exhausting, right? Well, it's warth it, mamas!

Where do you see yourself a year from now?
| hope to be singing on stage, snudgling swith my kKids, going on dates with my hushand, recording new
albhurmes, new music videos, we are even putting out a Cookbhook! | hope to be still rockin'l

Thank you Doni far taking the time to share your stony with Rockin' Moms!
—Tiffany Petrossi-Founder, Rockin' Marms
For moare about Doni visit her Rockin' Moms Profile=
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